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Who We Are
The First Ladies of the Hillside is a grassroots group
of women who are working together from inside of
the Central Hillside community to create
opportunities for kindness and generosity for
ourselves and for our community.
Our intention is to change the multigenerational
cycle in Central Hillside from vicious to virtuous by
engaging thoughtfully in the community.
With this in mind, we are engaged in a variety
of short and long-term activities in collaboration
with our community partners.

Invisible No More.
Making Headlines

Pictured above Renee Passal of WDIO introduces the First Ladies before airing the
documentary. Huge thank you to Renee and her team for making the documentary
possible!

Video links below:

On July 20th, 2021, the First
Ladies of the Hillside made their
television debut on WDIO Duluth
to officially introduce themselves
to the community. A three-part
series was created to include each
of the First Ladies, their stories,
and their goals for the
community.

Pt. 1: https://www.wdio.com/news/first-ladies-of-the-hillside-mothers-support-friendship/6176985/
Pt. 2: https://www.wdio.com/news/first-ladies-of-the-hillside-all-about-outreach/6178514/
Pt. 3:https://www.wdio.com/duluth-minnesota-news/first-ladies-of-the-hillside-future-for-families/6179781/

Summer Work

Meetings at the
Damiano Center
Do you ever wonder what the First Ladies are up to over at the Damiano
Center every Wednesday? Well, the answer is some very important work
focused on addressing the large number of used needles left on the ground in
the central hillside community. Since early May the First Ladies have worked
tirelessly with community members, the City of Duluth, One Roof Housing,
and Duluth Police Department to obtain a large Sharp receptacle that will be
placed in the park on the corner of Lake Ave and 4th Street (next to One Roof
Housing).
The receptacle will support the safe disposal of used needles. The Harm
Reduction Sisters will partner on the project by emptying the receptacle and
making sure used needles are properly disposed of.
The main goal of this project is to ensure that the children who live in Central
Hillside can play outside and not worry about accidentally getting poked by
needles. As with many of the issues the Ladies are focused on, support for
children is at the center of the Sharps receptacle project in the Central
Hillside.
A special thank you to Amber Haglund-Pagel, Cheryl Skafte, Jeff Cory,
and Sue Purchase

First Ladies Gift Express
Upon receiving a generous amount of
donated books and toys the First Ladies
have decided to start their own gift express.
Bags will be packed with a toy and some
books that are organized by age, and then
gifted to homes that can use them the most.
If you or anyone you know have any toys, or
books that are no longer being used in your
home, contact the First Ladies so we can
make sure they get into the Gift Express!

Back to School Street Party!
Starting a new school year is a BIG deal! There is the need for backpacks and school supplies, shoes
that fit constantly growing feet, and back to school hair trims - just to name a few.
The First Ladies of the Hillside responded to the need by hosting the Back-to-School Block Party on
Saturday, August 28th from 1-2 PM in the Damiano Center parking lot. The event was designed to
responded to barriers that can prevent children from truly being prepared to start a new school year by
bring community resources and school supplies to families who live in Central Hills.
The Back-to-School Block Party aimed to supply families living in the Central Hillside community with
the resources they need to go back to school in a way that was accessible and inclusive to all.
Although stormy weather cut the party short the First Ladies of the Hillside and 18 community
partners joined together to support the children and families who live and thrive in Central Hillside.
The First Ladies would like to thank everyone who came out to support the event!

